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CONTACT DETAILS: 

ST. ELIZABETH’S, 

MINSTERACRES 
Fr. Jeroen Hoogland (Rector) 

Rev. David Collins  

Telephone:   

01434 673248 

email:    

info@minsteracres.org 

Website:  

www.minsteracres.org/st-elizabeth  

 

ST. MARY’S, HEXHAM 
Fr. Christopher Warren 

Rev. Martin Bell 

Parish Secretary: 

Mrs. Judith Chaffey 

Telephone:   

01434 603119 

email:    

admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk 

Website: 

www.stmaryshexham.org.uk  

ST. JOHN OF BEVERLEY, 

HAYDON BRIDGE & ST. 

WILFRID’S, HALTWHISTLE 
Telephone:   

01434 603119 

email:    

admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk  

Websites: 

www.stjohnshaydonbridge.com 

www.rcchurchhaltwhistle.co.uk  

ST. OSWALD’S, BELLINGHAM 
Telephone:   

01434 603119 

email:    

admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk 

Website: 

www.stoswaldsbellingham.org.uk 

HOLY MASS LED BY BISHOP ROBERT BYRNE C.O.  
  

 

 

On Wednesday 4th September, Bishop Robert 

Byrne, C.O. (picftured right) paid his first visit 

to the Heavenfield Partnership. This visit 

concluded with Holy Mass in Saint Mary’s 

Church, celebrated by Bishop Robert. 

 

For a full report on Bishop Robert’s visit, please 

refer to page 2 of this newsletter. 
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HOLY MASS LED BY BISHOP ROBERT BYRNE C.O.  
Continued from Page 1  
 The pastoral visit of the Diocesan Bishop to any Church is a special moment in the life of that Church. For us Catholics, the 

Bishop is a successor of the apostles and our sign of communion both with the other churches of our Diocese and the 

Universal Church through Pope Francis. Bishop Robert Byrne was nominated Fourteenth Bishop of Hexham & Newcastle 

earlier this year.   

 On Wednesday 4th September, Bishop Robert Byrne CO celebrated a Solemn Pontifical Mass for the Partnership. The 

Bishop was greeted at the door of the Church by Father Christopher and the other clergy present, whilst the choir sang the 

Introit ‘Ecce sacerdos magnus’ by Edward Elgar, he blessed the assembly with Holy Water. The entrance hymn was chosen 

from the repertoire of John Henry Newman, soon to be canonised and a founding member of Bishop Robert’s own 

community in the United Kingdom. The readings were proclaimed by young people from the Partnership and following the 

Gospel, Bishop Robert preached an inspiring homily. Reflecting upon the Translation of Saint Cuthbert, celebrated that day, 

the Bishop reminded us that he was the sucessor of Saint Cuthbert and that the Church in Heavenfield enjoys a heritage of 

faith and service extending back thirteen hundred years. The parts of the Mass were drawn from the works of Byrd and 

James Macmillan, a modern Catholic composer.  

 Following Mass there was an informal reception in Saint Mary’s Parish Centre and a shared table buffet was served to all. 

The Bishop was welcomed with a cake which he cut and we presented him with a book decribing the local churches of West 

Northumberland, a bottle of Hexham Gin and a few cans of tonic water to dilute it!! 

 In a thank you letter received by Fr Christopher, the Bishop asked that his thanks be extended to all who made him so 

welcome in the Heavenfield Partnership, to those who worked to prepare the Liturgy, Music and the warm welcome he 

received during the social gathering afterwards. 

 

NEWS FROM THE PARTNERSHIP DEVELOPMENT GROUP: (Meeting held on 9th September 2019. A set of the 

minutes of this meeting is available from Saint Mary’s Parish Office. A summary of each forthcoming meeting will be provided in the 

Partnership Bulletin issued after each individual meeting.) 

   Our meeting on 9th September considered how we encourage all our parishioners to grow in faith, in prayer, and in looking 

out for those around us.  Under our Development Plan headings of Formation, Outreach and Prayer & Spirituality, we are 

going to use the feedback that we received from the successful ‘ministries’ meeting last July to help us ensure that we are as 

active as we can be in all these areas, and that all who wish to be involved have an opportunity to be so. 

 Summaries of the input to that meeting will be available shortly, and we will be inviting small groups of people to focus on 

particular topics over the coming weeks. If you are interested in being part of these groups, please let us know.  

 Our property proposals have been submitted to the Diocese. The key theme is that we want the existing buildings to 

continue to be centres of community in each of our main locations. To make this sustainable we need to re-double our 

efforts to be vibrant and active.  It is essential that we all make an effort to contribute to the key parts of our development. 

 With Fr. Peter having moved to his new posting, we are feeling the strain of not just fulfilling the current Mass schedules, 

but also of providing the pastoral care around this very large geographical area.  The clergy at Minsteracres are supporting us 

very generously, and in the very short term, certainly up until Advent this year, we hope to maintain the current provision.  

This is a particular strain on Fr. Christopher.  We ask you all for your particular prayers for him, and for the Partnership, that 

we might successfully negotiate this difficult period.  Over the next month or so we will have a clearer view of what is 

possible in the future, and will then consider if and when changes need to be made.  

  Joe Ronan 

  Chair, Heavenfield Partnership Development Group 

 

JUSTICE AND PEACE GROUP INVITE YOU TO TO STUDY ‘LAUDATO SI’… 
Thursday 12th September (& ongoing) – You are most welcome to join us in a study of “Laudato Si” (subtitled: On Care 

for our Common Home). In this teaching document, Pope Francis reminds us that “We do not look at the world from without 

but from within”. The programme will take place in Saint Mary’s Parish Centre on ten Thursday evenings between 12st 

September and 14th November, from 7:00pm until 8:30pm. The programme will focus on the intimate relationship between 

the poor and the fragility of the earth, the conviction that everything in the world is connected, the critique of new paradigms 

and forms of power derived from technology, the call to seek other ways of understanding the economy and progress, the 

value proper to each creature, the human meaning of ecology, the need for forthright and honest debate, the serious 

responsibility of international and local policy, the throw away culture and the proposal of a new lifestyle. Entry to each 

session is free. Bookings and enquiries should be directed to the Justice and Peace Group  

justiceandpeace@stmaryshexham.org.uk or 07895 434 344). 

 

mailto:justiceandpeace@stmaryshexham.org.uk


 

The Heavenfield Partnership is a united group of the Roman Catholic parishioners in Bellingham, Haltwhistle, Haydon Bridge, Hexham, 

Minsteracres, Otterburn and Swinburne, supporting each other in the creation of a vibrant and evangelising community. 

Page 3 of 4 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS WITHIN THE PARTNERSHIP: 
Saturday 21st September – a VINTAGE FASHION SHOW, in aid of The Children’s Liver Disease Foundation and 

Minsteracres Retreat Centre, will take place in the ballroom at Minsteracres Retreat Centre from 6:30pm. The event will 

feature models wearing vintage evening gowns from 1890 to 1990, including designs by Chanel and Dior. Tickets cost £15.00 

per person, to include a glass of prosecco, a light buffet and the fashion show. Tickets can be purchased from Minsteracres 

Retreat Centre (01434 673248). 

Thursday 26th September – Saint Mary’s, Hexham will host a SPECIAL MASS TO THANK THE SISTERS OF 

MERCY FOR THEIR 161 YEARS OF SERVICE IN HEXHAM AND THE SURROUNDING AREA. In the past, 

the Sisters were very involved in Saint Mary’s First School, with many nuns working there as teachers. Also, until very 

recently, the Sisters owned Carntyne Rest Home in Hexham, but diminishing numbers within the Order coupled with an 

ageing profile of nuns meant that Carntyne had to be sold, so ending the Sisters’ involvement in our area. Mass will take place 

in Saint Mary’s Church at 11:00am and will be followed by some social time and refreshments in the Parish Centre. Everyone 

is welcome to attend, particularly those of you who have attended Saint Mary’s School. For more information, please contact 

Saint Mary’s Parish Office. 

Monday October 7th – Bellingham History Society will host the final one of this year’s talks, when Dr. Rev. Susan Ramsaran 

will speak about “The Life of a Church of England Rector (with reference to the local area)”. The talk will take place in 

Saint Oswald’s Church Hall from 7:00pm. Entry costs £3.00 per person, to include tea or coffee. 
 

ROCK CHOIR CONCERT Why not come along to a concert by “The Choir that Rocks”, to be held at 7:30pm on Friday 

25th October in Saint Mary’s Church. Tickets costing £8.00 per person, to include a glass of wine and refreshments, are 

available from members of Saint Mary’s Choir or from the Parish Office (01434 603119 or admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk).  

All proceeds go towards the Church Restoration Fund.   

 

CALLING ALL EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION: 
It is part of the commitment made by all Eucharistic Ministers that they will attend a Day of Recollection each year (see 

below), so Fr. Christopher expects to see you all at this event. 

Saturday 19th October – Calling all Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion! There will be a DAY 

OF RECOLLECTION held in Saint Mary’s Parish Centre and facilitated by FR. SHAUN PURDY, 

Parish Priest at Saint Aidan’s, Ashington. Please SAVE THIS DATE so that YOU can fulfil part of your 

commitment as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion. 

The day will begin with Mass at 10:00am, followed by tea and coffee. The Day of Recollection itself will 

start at 11:00am, and will end with 30 minutes of Benediction from 3:00pm. Please bring a packed lunch. 

Names of attendees should be forwarded to Saint Mary’s Parish Office (01434 603119 or 

admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk) before Wednesday 16th October. 

 

UNSUNG HEROES AT MINSTERACRES 
 There are unsung, and unpaid, heroes working in many areas of Minsteracres 

Retreat Centre with dedicated and skilled helpers in the outreach team and helping 

participants in the Peace Garden.  There are volunteers using their expertise with 

stats and DIY as well as with providing office support and hospitality. Over the 

years the mantra has become, “if you have a skill we can probably use it” but 

demand  has always been greatest in the dining room and this year the need 

remains a priority in order to maintain a high level of service to those on retreat 

from all over the UK and Europe. 

 It has been a particularly challenging summer in the kitchen where new cook, Paul and his team have had a steep learning 

curve with two very big pairs of boots to fill after Margaret O’Brien retired from a twenty two year career as catering 

manager and sadly Teresa Wall, also an experienced cook, passed away. “We just couldn’t have managed without the amazing 

contribution made by our volunteers; we owe them a huge thank you.” 

 Volunteer recruitment is ongoing, and Minsteracres are always keen to hear from anyone who thinks they might like to join 

the team of helpers. Expenses are reimbursed, as well as the promise of stunning surroundings to work in!  

 To learn more about Minsteracres, check out www.minsteracres.org 

 If you’d like to know more about becoming a volunteer contact Margo Mooney on 01434 673248 or email Jean Haldane at 

jhaldane@minsteracres.org  

mailto:admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk
mailto:admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk
http://www.minsteracres.org/
mailto:jhaldane@minsteracres.org
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COMMUNICATIONS: 

Each of the parishes in our Partnership has a representative on the Partnership Communications Group 

(PCG) which meets regularly and is responsible for the communications media within the Partnership including 

the Newsletter, website, and social media. If you have any issues/comments regarding communications within our 

partnership feel free to contact a PCG member. 

ST. ELIZABETH’S, MINSTERACRES:   Mr. Frank Balloch 

ST. JOHN OF BEVERLEY, HAYDON BRIDGE:  Mrs. Pat McMullen 

ST. MARY’S, HEXHAM:    Mr. Henry Winthrop 

ST. OSWALD’S, BELLINGHAM:   Mr. Steve Hunneysett 

ST. PETER’S, OTTERBURN:   Mr. Peter Softley 

ST. WILFRID’S, HALTWHISTLE   Mrs. Veronica Yarwood 
 

DID YOU KNOW THAT … 
 The Sisters of Mercy is an international community of Roman Catholic women 

religious vowed to serve people who suffer from poverty, sickness and lack of 

education with a special concern for women and children. Members take vows of 

poverty, chastity, and obedience, the evangelical counsels commonly vowed in 

religious life, and, in addition, vows of service. They continue to participate in the life 

of the surrounding community. In keeping with their mission of serving the poor and 

needy, many sisters engage in teaching, medical care, and community programs. The 

organization is active in lobbying and politics. 

 The Religious Sisters of Mercy (R.S.M.) are members of a religious institute of 

Catholic women founded in 1831 in Dublin by Catherine McAuley (1778–1841). As 

of 2019, the institute has about 6200 sisters worldwide, organised into a number of 

independent congregations. They also started many education and health care 

facilities around the globe. 

 The sisters were the first nurses to respond to the British Government request for nurses in the Crimea in 

1853. They ran several hospitals during the war and provided nurses who were not under the control of Florence 

Nightingale. However their involvement was overshadowed by hers for political reasons. 

 

SUNDAY CELEBRATIONS AND SERVICES  WITHIN  THE 

HEAVENF IELD  PARTNERSHIP  
 
St. Elizabeth’s, 

Minsteracres 

Sunday  

 

Confessions 

8:30am 

10:30am 

 

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass 

By Appointment 

St. John’s, 

Haydon Bridge  

Sunday  

Confessions 

9:15am 

 

Holy Mass 

Before Sunday Mass 

St. Mary’s, 

Hexham  

Sunday  

 

 

 

Confessions  

6:00pm (Vigil) 

10:00am 

5:00pm 

6:00pm 

5:15pm – 5:45pm 

Holy Mass  

Holy Mass 

Rosary & Benediction  

Holy Mass 

Saturday  

St. Oswald’s, 

Bellingham  

Sunday 

Confessions 

11:00am 

 

Holy Mass 

After Sunday Mass 

 

N O T E  –  the timings above are correct as of 1st January 2019, but may be liable to change. Please consult 

individual Parish Newsletters and/or websites for the most up to date information about service times. 

 

ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN FUTURE PARTNERSHIP NEWSLETTERS SHOULD BE EMAILED TO ST. MARY’S 

PARISH OFFICE (admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk)   

mailto:admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk

