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AN ADVENT MESSAGE 

FROM OUR PARTNERSHIP DEAN 
 

The Season of Advent is an opportunity for us to open our hearts to 

Christ in preparation for the celebration of His birth at Christmas. 

The characters we encounter in the Sacred Liturgy; Mary, Isaiah and 

John the Baptist can all help us to enter into the spirit of the season. 

They orientate everything in their lives upon God as the world 

prepares to welcome Him in human flesh in the glory of the 
Incarnation. Our world becomes fixated upon Christmas and yet 

Advent invites us to await with longing the Gift, which once given will 

change our lives forever. 

 

I encourage you all to enter into the holy season of Advent as a means 

to prepare for Christmas. The Sacrament of Reconciliation or 

Confession, helps us like John the Baptist to decrease, so that God 

may increase in us. The Celebration of Vespers and other activities 

connected with the Year of the Word allows us with Mary to hear 

the God who speaks to us. The opportunities to help those who 

struggle and endure the burden of poverty at this time of year helps 

us to respond to the invitation of Isaiah, that the Good News may be 

proclaimed to the poor.  

 

May the Season of Advent, the opportunities it affords each of you  

and the grace of Christ who meets us in Word and Sacrament bring 

you joy and enkindle a renewed 

longing for Christ. When 

Christmas comes, may it bring 

you blessings and peace! 

 
Father Christopher Warren 

Dean of the Heavenfield Partnership    

http://www.minsteracres.org/st-elizabeth
http://www.stmaryshexham.org.uk/
http://www.stjohnshaydonbridge.com/
http://www.rcchurchhaltwhistle.co.uk/
http://www.stoswaldsbellingham.org.uk/
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW PRIEST AT MINSTERACRES 
 As many in the Partnership will know, 2019 has seen some changes in the personalities based in Minsteracres. Happily, we 

are ending the year with the pleasure of welcoming Fr Jenish to the fold. As he will be celebrating Mass throughout 

the Partnership the following pen picture may be useful for readers of the Partnership Newsletter.  

 I am Father Jenish CP, a Passionist priest from India. I was born in Kadiapattanam, a catholic village in South India. I joined the 

Passionists in 1993 and professed my religious vows in 2000 in 

the Congregation of the Passion. After my required education for 

priesthood I was ordained on the 20th of November, 2004 at my 

hometown. Soon after, I served in a Passionist parish for one and 

a half years and later I was appointed in the seminary formation 

team for the Passionist students at different levels. It had been a 

lovely experience, working with the young Passionist students in 

their pursuit of becoming Passionist religious for about ten years 

before I was appointed as the Secretary of the St. Thomas Vice 

Province, India for the last couple of years. I joined the community 

at Minsteracres little more than a month ago. I am glad that I 

have reached this place of peace. These are still my early days. 

But It has been a great rewarding experience overall.  I am 

grateful for the collaboration, goodwill, humour and hospitality of 

everyone I meet at Minsteracres. The natural beauty is rare which 

has the ability to connect with my own spirituality, people and 

deepen the common love for the earth. I am looking forward to 

discover new experiences and render my service at St. Elizabeth’s 

Parish and Retreat Centre and wider Heavenfield Partnership. Let 

us continue to support the Partnership through our prayers and 

presence.   
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PRAYING ADVENT 2019: As we begin Year A, the Year of Saint Matthew 

   Advent is a season of hope and joyful expectation. In our busy world, it is December, season of shopping, parties, crowds, 

and all kinds of pressures. How do we live Advent in a busy world? Is there any way to imagine, let alone experience, the trust 

in God’s promise to send the Messiah? How do we hear God’s promise above all the noise? 

One way to overcome the internal and external background noise filling our ears is to listen to the Word of God. Listening is 

counterintuitive, even countercultural. 

   St. Ignatius of Loyola taught that God speaks to us in our deepest feelings and desires. One way of exploring those feelings is 

praying with the readings for the Sundays of Advent, Cycle A, which are some of the richest in the entire Bible. 

   At the beginning of Advent, Matthew gets our attention with an image of the Messiah as the Son of Man coming at the end 

of time (Matthew 24:37–44). Later in the month, the prophet Isaiah in explicit terms predicts the coming of the Messiah in time: 

“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). But during most of the season, there 

are readings that invite us to experience the longing for the coming of Christ into our hearts. 

   Isaiah predicts that people will beat their swords into plowshares; that lambs and small children will be safe among wolves 

and vipers; and that the blind shall see, the deaf hear, the lame walk, and the mute sing for joy (Isaiah 2:4, 11:6–8, 35:5–6). The 

implication that these promises will be fulfilled in Jesus is made explicit in the Gospel for the Third Sunday of Advent: “The 

blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good 

news brought to them” (Matthew 11:5). These readings, with their vivid imagery and powerful emotion, lend themselves 

especially well to imaginative prayer, a way of reading Scripture less with our eyes and ears and more with our hearts. 

   Consider the vivid scene in Matthew 3:1–12, which we hear on the Second Sunday of Advent. Can you visualize John the 

Baptist, dressed in animal skins, thin and muscular from living in the desert, subsisting on “locusts and wild honey,” with long, 

untended hair and beard, and a light in his eyes reflecting the passion within? He was evidently a charismatic preacher, since he 

attracted great crowds. What does his voice sound like? Can you imagine yourself one of the crowd lining up to be baptized in 

the Jordan River? Can you acknowledge your sins? How do you feel after coming out of the water? Or do you identify with 

one of the skeptical Pharisees? What grace do you need this Advent? 

   In another example, consider the images that the prophet Isaiah piles one upon another: flowers blooming in abundance, the 

land ringing with joyful song, water abounding in the desert, the weak made strong, the sick and the suffering made whole, and 

seeing “the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.” (Isaiah 35:1–6a, 10, First Reading for the Third Sunday of Advent). Can 

you visualize each of these images? What do they symbolize? As Christians, we believe that the longed-for Messiah comes not 

as the ruler of an earthly kingdom, but as the Saviour of all humankind, promising not earthly conquest but eternal life. Are 

there elements of Isaiah’s prophecies that still remain to be fulfilled? What is our role in realizing these promises? 

   Our Advent liturgies invite us to look forward to Christmas as the coming of Christ at a particular time in history; the Second 

Coming of Christ at the end of time; and above all, the coming of Christ in our own hearts. The Word of God is alive in our 

hearts as we listen and reflect imaginatively. 

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us.” (John 1:14) 

 

CONFESSION – ESSENTIAL PREPARATION FOR CHRISTMAS 
   On the Second Sunday of Advent, we hear from Isaiah who invites us to ‘prepare a way for the Lord.’ What does that mean? 

How do we clear a pathway for our God? The Season of Advent calls us to listen; to be attentive to the need which we all hold 

in our hearts for right relationship, love and peace. In other words, we hold in our hearts a need for a saviour. 

   Our selfishness, our failure to love and serve, the struggle to forgive and our preference for self all create obstacles between 

ourselves, others and ultimately in our relationship with God. The Sacrament of Confession is the means which Jesus gives to 

the Church to start afresh. At Confession we are reconciled to God and receive a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit, through 

an honest examination of conscience and a sincere confession we prepare a way for the Lord. In response to our humble 

confession, we receive pardon and peace – the saviour raises us up and sets us on a new path. 

   In the miraculous Sacrament of Confession we are healed and made new – please come along to our Penance Service or take 

up one of the opportunities for Confession during Advent. 

 

HEAVENFIELD PARTNERSHIP SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION 

Tuesday 17th December - the Partnership Penitential Service will take place at St. Mary’s, 

Hexham from 7:00pm. Several priests will be available to hear Individual Confessions. This is a vital 

part of our preparation for Christmas, so do please come along to support this event. Other, 

additional times when you can make Individual Confessions will be announced soon. 
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COMMUNICATIONS: 
Each of the parishes in our Partnership has a representative on the Partnership Communications Group (PCG) which meets 

regularly and is responsible for the communications media within the Partnership including the Newsletter, website, and 

social media. If you have any issues/comments regarding communications within our partnership feel free to contact a PCG 

member. 

ST. ELIZABETH’S, MINSTERACRES:   Mr. Frank Balloch 

ST. JOHN OF BEVERLEY, HAYDON BRIDGE:  Mrs. Pat McMullen 

ST. MARY’S, HEXHAM:    Mr. Henry Winthrop 

ST. OSWALD’S, BELLINGHAM:   Mr. Steve Hunneysett 

ST. PETER’S, OTTERBURN:    Mr. Peter Softley 

ST. WILFRID’S, HALTWHISTLE   Mrs. Veronica Yarwood 
 

DID YOU KNOW THAT … 
St Elizabeth’s, Minsteracres has organised a Posada during Advent for number of years 

now. It was originally the suggestion of one of our parishioners who had learned of 

the tradition and thought it would be a meaningful addition to the parish’s preparation 

for Christmas. Originating in Hispanic countries to celebrate the nativity story, Posada 

is a period of time during Advent when figures from the nativity story are taken 

around different households in the parish, thus recreating the journey undertaken by 

Mary and Joseph. In the weeks leading up to Advent, parishioners sign up to take part 

with the aim of ensuring that every day in December up to and including Christmas 

Eve is covered. The completed list is copied to everyone involved who then has to 

make arrangements to visit the next on the list to arrange the hand-over so that each 

household becomes host to the holy family for one night during Advent. Nativity 

figures travel around in a story box with a diary into which all those who host Mary, Joseph and the donkey, can write their 

experience. Also included in the box is a candle which is lit during the formal hand-over on the night. There is a short dialogue 

which reflects the message of the Holy Family’s journey and is recited by the parties at the point when the figures are handed 

over to the next recipient(s). The Posada encourages parishioners to visit each other, and as the rota interleaves individuals, 

and families with and without children, it gets them meeting a wider set of fellow parishioners. People have found this really 

helpful because they’ve chatted and got to know different people – it builds links, including between young and old in the parish. 

The Posada comes to a conclusion when the figures are received formally at the Vigil Mass at St Elizabeth’s on Christmas Eve.  

 

SU NDA Y CE LEBRAT IO NS  A ND  SE RV IC E S  WITH IN  THE  

HEA VE NF IE LD  PA RTNERSH IP  
 
St. Elizabeth’s, 

Minsteracres 

Sunday  

 

Confessions 

8:30am 

10:30am 

 

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass 

By Appointment 

St. John’s, 

Haydon Bridge  

Sunday  

Confessions 

9:15am 

 

Holy Mass 

Before Sunday Mass 

St. Mary’s, 

Hexham  

Sunday  

 

 

 

Confessions  

6:00pm (Vigil) 

10:00am 

5:00pm 

6:00pm 

5:15pm – 5:45pm 

Holy Mass  

Holy Mass 

Rosary & Benediction  

Holy Mass 

Saturday  

St. Oswald’s, 

Bellingham  

Sunday 

Confessions 

11:00am 

 

Holy Mass 

After Sunday Mass 

N O T E  –  the timings above are correct as of 1st January 2019, but may be liable to change. Please consult individual 

Parish Newsletters and/or websites for the most up to date information about service times. 

 

ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN FUTURE PARTNERSHIP NEWSLETTERS SHOULD BE EMAILED TO ST. MARY’S 

PARISH OFFICE (admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk) 

mailto:admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk

