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NEWS FROM THE PARTNERSHIP 

DEVELOPMENT GROUP 

(Meeting held on 15th January 2020. A set of the minutes of 

this meeting is available from Saint Mary’s Parish Office. A 

summary of each forthcoming meeting will be provided in the 

Partnership Bulletin issued after each individual meeting.) 

 

In November the PDG had an extended, informal meeting 

during which we considered what the Partnership should 

be doing in our key areas of Formation, Outreach and 

Prayer.  We made a list of priorities in each of those areas, 

and in our January meeting have started to work on these.  

We have many active programmes for Sacramental 

preparation – helping people towards the gifts of the 

Sacraments.  Over the next few weeks we will gather all 

those involved in these Sacraments to discuss how best we 

can support them, what training or resources they need, 

and what other provision we can provide for the 

Partnership.  We also encourage anyone who would like to 

become involved in helping with these preparation 

programmes to come along.  

Although our Partnership is now well established, it is 

important that we all keep reminding ourselves that we are 

part of a wider Catholic community. We will again in Lent 

be having many events that you are encouraged to attend, 

but particularly the Masses on a Wednesday evening during 

Lent that will be celebrated within each parish in turn.  Try 

and make a point of attending at least one of these Masses 

in a parish that is not your regular one. We will be using 

the theme of ‘The God Who Speaks’ at each of these 

Masses.   

Joe Ronan 

  Chair, Heavenfield Partnership Development Group  

The God Who Speaks: The Year of The Word 

“We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have 

heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at 

and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life." 1 John 

1:1 

In 2018 the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and 

Wales called for a Year of the Word under the title, ‘The 

God Who Speaks’. God has spoken to human beings since 

the dawn of creation, but very few have listened as intently as 

they might! This Year offers a wealth of ideas, resources and 

experiences for us to deepen (or create) our relationship 

with the God who speaks to us through the Bible. Bishop 

Robert said in his Pastoral Letter dated September 2019; "“It 

was the great biblical scholar, St. Jerome, who said that “Ignorance 

of the scriptures is ignorance of Christ”. The scriptures are a deep 

well which never runs dry; if we take time to engage with the word 

of the Lord prayerfully then it will refresh and energise us in God’s 

service.”  

2020 is the 10th anniversary of Verbum Domini – Pope 

Benedict XVI’s Apostolic Exhortation on ‘The Word of the 

Lord’, and the 1,600th anniversary of St Jerome’s death. It is 

these dates that inspired the Bishops’ Conference to dedicate 

2020 as a year of focus on the Bible and ‘The God Who 

Speaks’.  

The “Year” itself was launched on 30 September 2019 and 

will run through until the end of 2020. The launch was on the 

feast of St. Jerome who was the first translator of the 

Hebrew, Greek and Old Latin scriptures into the language of 

the ordinary folk. The Year then began in earnest on the First 

Sunday of Advent, with the Third Sunday of Ordinary Time, 

26th January 2020 being designated by a personal decree of 

Pope Francis, “Aperuit Illis”, as the “Sunday of the Word of 

God”. 

A wealth of information is already available through the 

Bishop's Conference website, the Diocesan website, and an 

“Events and Resources” booklet (see page 1 of this 

newsletter) has been available for some time. Additional 

“Power and Mercy” booklets are planned for distribution for/

during Lent which commences on Wednesday 26th February 

this year. 

The Year of the Word focuses on celebrating, living and 

sharing God’s word, with the will to create new and renewed 

encounters with Christ through the Scriptures. It aims to 

help achieve transformation in the faith and life of the 

Catholic Church and in the public arena through 

evangelisation, education, creative arts and social action. 

Scripture is at the centre of everything the Church does. The 

word of God shapes our prayer and worship. The Bible 

shows us how to understand the world, how we are called to 

live and relate to each other. During this year, we will have 

an opportunity to enrich current practice and to develop and 

explore new ways of responding to ‘The God who Speaks’. 

Throughout 2020 there are a range of events, activities and 

resources to participate in all around the country. To help 

achieve transformation in our hearts and in our communities 

there will be three themes of celebrating, living and sharing 

God’s word. Keep a watch out for detailed information of 

initiatives as they unfold across our parishes and Partnership 

to see how you can get involved. One example is the Lenten 

Pilgrimage Masses throughout Lent, details of which are 

shown on page 3 of this newsletter. 

The God Who Speaks: The Year of The Word  

30th September 2019 - 31st December 2020 

“Celebrating, living and sharing God’s word”. 

Please say the ‘The God Who Speaks’ special prayer: 

Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout 

the Scriptures. Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes  and 

fears and shows us how to live for one another. Send us the Ho-

ly Spirit to open our hearts and minds so that we may be your 

witnesses throughout the world. Amen. 

V: Your word is our path and your truth is our light.. 

R: This day and every day 

Our Lady of the Annunciation, PRAY FOR US. 

St. Matthew, PRAY FOR US. 

St. Jerome, PRAY FOR US 



ADVENT EVENTS & CHRISTMAS 

CELEBRATIONS AT SAINT JOHN’S 
All of these events were very well attended and were enjoyed by 

parishioners and visitors alike. 

Each Sunday during Advent the children added pictures to the 

Jesse Tree depicting Jesus’ ancestors. 

Mass for Christmas, which was held on Christmas Eve, was a 

wonderful celebration and was very well attended. Fr Jenish from 

Minsteracres, retired priest Fr. Tony Barker, and Fr. Aidan 

Murray, a cousin of Haydon Bridge’s Pat Devlin, all concelebrated 

what was a very holy and inspirational Mass. 

Pictured,  

L-R:    

Fr. Aidan,  

Fr. Jenish,  

Fr. Tony 

TRUE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT ... 

CHILDREN FROM SAINT OSWALD’S HELP ASYLUM 

SEEKERS - Prior to Christmas, children and their families from 

Saint Oswald’s Church filled shoe boxes with Christmas gifts and 

items suitable to be given to asylum seeker families within our 

Diocese. The boxes were then taken to Our lady of Lourdes 

Centre, Newcastle, which supports asylum seekers in our area. 

John Dowling, the Centre Organiser, was very grateful for the 

boxes and could immediately identify 15 very deserving families 

who would each benefit from receiving one of the boxes. John 

offered his heartfelt thanks to all parishioners who have so 

generously donated items. 

SAINT MARY’S PARISHIONERS HELP THE WEST 

NORTHUMBERLAND FOOD BANK - the Food bank sent 

a huge thank you to to all parishioners, for their “incredible 

support” of their Christmas appeal.  

The help and kindness of local people has made a huge difference 

to families who need support, for example “Thank you from the 

bottom of my heart to whoever dropped off the gifts for my children”, 

“You have saved Christmas. I am so overwhelmed and crying happy 

tears.” and “Could not begin to describe how much this means to me.”  

Donations have been particularly helpful this year as The Food 

Bank is now helping  more people in poverty than ever before - 

528 households, an increase of 50% from last year. 

LENTEN PILGRIMAGE MASSES 

Celebrating the Year of the Word of God 

During Lent, you are invited to join on a pilgrimage into The 

Word of God. This year, our Bishops have asked us to focus 

upon The God Who Speaks through the gift of Scripture. 

On Wednesday evenings during Lent, we will celebrate Mass 

and focus upon the importance of Scripture in our lives. 

Everyone is encouraged to attend these Masses 

Wednesday 4th March at Saint Wilfrid’s 

Wednesday 11th March at Saint Elizabeth’s 

Wednesday 18th March at Saint John’s 

Wednesday 25th March at Saint Oswald’s 

Wednesday 1st April at Saint Mary’s 

Each Mass will begin at 7:00pm and will be followed by light 

refreshments and social time together.  

BAPTISM PREPARATION 

Would you like to have your child Baptised? 

The next Baptism Preparation session for 

the Heavenfield Partnership has been 

provisionally scheduled for 11:00am on 

Saturday 22nd February in the 

Parish Centre at Saint Mary’s.  

The event will last about 90 minutes and 

is intended to emphasise the importance of the Sacrament, 

as well as discussing what Baptism means and the 

responsibilities of parents and Godparents. Ideally, the 

parents of all children to be Baptised within the 

Heavenfield Partnership must attend one of these events 

before the Baptism takes place. If you would like further 

information, or would like to book a place for the session, 

please contact Saint Mary’s Parish Office (01434 603119 or 

admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk )  

ASH WEDNESDAY 

On Ash Wednesday, Masses and Services will take place at 

the following times: -  

8:30am - Mass in Saint Elizabeth’s Chapel 

9:30am - Mass in Saint Mary’s Church 

10:00am - Mass in Saint John’s Church 

2:00pm - Service, to include Imposition of Ashes, at 

Saint Joseph’s Middle School 

7:00pm - Mass in Saint Oswald’s Church 

7:00pm - Service, to include Imposition of Ashes, in 

Saint Mary’s Church. 

Everyone is encouraged to attend one of these Masses or 

Services 

Epiphany Collection 

Around the time of Epiphany, Saint Elizabeth’s, Minsteracres, 

holds an annual collection in aid of the Refugee Centre in 

Newcastle. This year, the magnificent sum of £1120.00 was 

raised; this will hopefully make things a bit easier for some 

people who are really struggling in life. 
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Sunday 
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8:30am 

10:30am 

  

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass 

By Appointment 

St. John’s, Haydon 

Bridge 

Sunday 

Confessions 

9:15am 

  

Holy Mass 

Before Sunday Mass 

St. Mary’s, Hexham Sunday 

  

  

  

Confessions 

6:00pm (Vigil) 

10:00am 

5:00pm 

6:00pm 

5:15pm – 5:45pm 

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass 

Rosary & Benediction 

Holy Mass 

Saturday 

St. Oswald’s, 

Bellingham 

Sunday 

Confessions 

11:00am 

  

Holy Mass 

After Sunday Mass 

ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN FUTURE PARTNERSHIP LETTERS SHOULD BE EMAILED TO  

SAINT MARY’S PARISH OFFICE (admin@stmarys.org.uk)  

SUNDAY CELEBRATIONS AND SERVICES WITHIN THE  

HEAVENFIELD PARTNERSHIP 
NOTE - the timings listed below are correct as of 1st January 2020, but may be liable to change. Please consult 

individual Parish Newsletters and/or websites for the most up to date information about Service times. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

Each of the parishes within our Partnership has a 

representative on the Partnership Communications 

Group (PCG), which meets regularly and is responsible 

for the communications media within the Partnership, 

including the newsletter, website and social media. If you 

have any issues/comments regarding communications 

within our Partnership, feel free to contact a PCG 

member, whose names are listed here. 

St. Elizabeth’s, Minsteracres 

St. John of Beverley, Haydon Bridge 

St. Mary’s, Hexham 

St. Oswald’s, Bellingham 

St. Peter’s, Otterburn 

St. Wilfrid’s, Haltwhistle 

Mr. Frank Balloch 

Mrs. Pat McMullon 

Mr. Henry Winthrop 

Mr. Steve Hunneysett 

Mr. Peter Softley 

Mrs. Veronica Yarwood 

DID YOU KNOW THAT … Saint Cuthbert was born in Dunbar, then in Anglo-Saxon Northumbria, in the mid-630s. The 

politics of the kingdom were violent, and there were later episodes of pagan rule, while spreading understanding of Christianity 

through the kingdom was a task that lasted throughout Cuthbert's lifetime. Cuthbert, though educated in the Celtic tradition, 

accepted the Roman forms after the Synod of Whitby in 664. His style of life was austere, and when he could, he lived the life of a 

hermit, though still receiving many visitors. In Cuthbert's time the Anglo-Saxon Kingdom of Northumbria included part of northern 

England as well as parts of south-eastern Scotland. Cuthbert was from the neighbourhood of Dunbar but was fostered as a child near 

Melrose. One night while still a boy, employed as a shepherd, he had a vision of the soul of Aidan being carried to heaven by angels, 

and later found out that Aidan had died that night. He underwent military service, but at some point he joined the very new 

monastery at Melrose, under the prior Boisil. Upon Boisil's death in 661, Cuthbert succeeded him as prior. Cuthbert's fame for piety, 

diligence, and obedience quickly grew. When Alchfrith, king of Deira, founded a new monastery at Ripon, Cuthbert became its 

praepositus hospitum or guest master under Eata. When Wilfrid was made abbot of the monastery, Eata and Cuthbert returned to 

Melrose. Illness struck the monastery in 664 and while Cuthbert recovered, the prior died and Cuthbert was made prior in his place. 

He spent much time among the people, ministering to their spiritual needs, carrying out missionary journeys, preaching, and 

performing miracles. After the Synod of Whitby, Cuthbert was called upon to introduce Roman forms at Lindisfarne as prior there. 

His asceticism was complemented by his charm and generosity to the poor, and his reputation for gifts of healing and insight led many 

people to consult him, gaining him the name of "Wonder Worker of Britain". He continued his missionary work, travelling the breadth 

of the country from Berwick to Galloway to carry out pastoral work and founding an oratory at Dull, Scotland, complete with a large 

stone cross, and a little cell for himself. He is also said to have founded St Cuthbert's Church in Edinburgh. Cuthbert retired in 676, 

moved by a desire for the contemplative life. He moved to present-day St Cuthbert's Island near Lindisfarne, and then to Inner Farne, 

where he gave himself up to a life of great austerity. At first he received visitors, but later he confined himself to his cell and opened 

his window only to give his blessing. In 684, Cuthbert was elected Bishop of Hexham at a synod at Twyford (present-day Alnmouth), 

but was reluctant to leave his retirement and take up his charge. Ultimately, he agreed to return and take up the duties of Bishop of 

Lindisfarne, whilst Eata went to Hexham instead. He was consecrated at York  on 26th March 685, but after Christmas 686 he 

returned to his cell on Inner Farne Island, where he died on 20 March 687, after a painful illness. He was buried at Lindisfarne the 

same day. After long journeys escaping the Danes his remains were settled at Durham, causing the city and Cathedral to be founded. 

The St. Cuthbert Gospel was later recovered from his coffin, which is also an important artefact. 


